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NAME  David Brown  

 

Company  Clyde & Co LLP 

Address   134 Boulevard Haussmann  

                 75008  

                 Paris  

                 France  

 

Contact details  David.brown@clydeco.com 

                             +33 1 44 43 89 71 

                             +33 6 26 47 67 01 

Nationality British  

City, country of residence Paris, France 

Date of birth 10 November 1957 

Education University College, London (BSc Hons) 

Professional qualifications English Solicitor (1985) 

French Avocat (1992) 

Professional memberships Law Society of England & Wales 

Barreau de Paris 

ICC Institute of World Business Law (Council member) 

International Arbitration Institute 

Swiss Arbitration Association 

International Construction Law Association (Board member) 

Dispute Resolution Board Foundation 

International Academy of Construction Lawyers 

 

Current position Partner, Clyde & Co 

Previous career 1982-1985 

1985-1999 

1999-2010 

 

 

 

Slaughter & May 

Herbert Smith 

Shadbolt & Co 

Professional experience - general 

David has more than 30 years of experience in international dispute resolution across five continents, and has 

become recognised in particular as an international construction specialist, particularly with reference to FIDIC 

contracts. Based in Paris for most of that period, and after having set up the Paris office of a UK law firm 

specialised in construction, he joined the Paris office of Clyde & Co in February 2010 following his previous 

firm's merger with Clyde. His experience covers the fields of energy (particularly the nuclear sector), 

infrastructure and utilities, particularly the design and construction stages.  

 

His has specialised throughout his career in international arbitration (particularly ICC arbitration), in which he 

has acted as both counsel and arbitrator in construction matters as well as in many commercial matters. He is 

also actively involved in expertise and dispute board proceedings, including arbitration proceedings to enforce 

dispute board decisions.  

 

He speaks regularly at conferences around the world on construction and dispute resolution issues, notably in 

connection with FIDIC contract forms, dispute boards and ICC arbitration. Recent speaking activities include: 

• ICLA One Belt, One Road Conference (Beijing, October 2017) 

• FIDIC Users Conference – Claims and Disputes Workshop (London, December 2017)  

• ICC International Commercial Arbitration Training Course – chair and speaker at three-day event 

(Tokyo, March 2018) 
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• FIDIC Users Conference  (Singapore, July 2018) 

• ICC-FIDIC Conference – Dispute Boards Workshop and conference presentations (Tbilisi, September 

2018) 

• ICC Institute of World Business Law annual conference- Force Majeure (Paris, November 2018) 

• Croatian Arbitration Days – new FIDIC contract forms (Zagreb, December 2018) 

• Chinese international contractors conference – Use of dispute boards for BRI projects (Macau, May 

2019) 

• FIDIC Users Conference (Hong Kong, June 2019) 

 

David has co-authored a chapter concerning the use of FIDIC contract forms in contracts governed by French 

law, for a book published in 2019. 

 

He has also authored a number of arbitration-related articles, the latest of which, published in the Journal of 

International Arbitration, is entitled: 'What steps should arbitrators take to limit the costs of arbitration?' He 

has contributed a chapter to the recently published Global Arbitration Review book on construction 

arbitration, dealing with interim relief and emergency arbitration. 

 

David has recently been recognised in 'Who’s Who Legal' as one of the three most highly regarded lawyers in 

the construction field in France and is recommended by 'European Legal Expert' for dispute resolution. He is 

also listed in the 'PLC Cross-Border Construction and Projects Handbook' as a “renowned practitioner” in 

complex international cases. 

 

He is a visiting lecturer for the Stuttgart University Masters course in International Construction Law and 

Practice as well as being a member of the course advisory board. 

 
He is on the FIDIC President's List of Approved Dispute Adjudicators, as well as FIDIC's French national list of 

adjudicators for international project disputes. 

 

Arbitration experience 

o Arbitrator 

David has sat as ICC arbitrator on a number of cases covering a range of commercial and construction issues, 

including disputes relating to a Sri Lankan waste water plant, and a sales contract between US and Egyptian 

parties. He also has experience as an 'ad hoc' sole arbitrator and under the rules of other arbitration centres 

(Vilnius). He was appointed in 2019 as chairman of an UNCITRAL arbitral tribunal to decide disputes arising 

under a FIDIC-based contract relating to a road project in Eastern Europe. 

o Counsel 

David has extensive experience in international arbitration and has managed or been involved in more than 45 

ICC and other arbitrations. David's experience includes proceedings relating to the following: 

o Construction of a new metro line in Western Europe  

o Construction of a port facility on the Red Sea (FIDIC Silver Book 1999)  

o Supply and installation of a solar power plant in East Africa  

o Several road construction projects in Romania (FIDIC Red Book 1999)  

o The construction of a mosque in Algeria 

o Oil exploration dispute between Asian and South American parties 

o Distribution dispute between a US client and Qatari distributor 

o IT software distribution disputes in Saudi Arabia 

o Several wastewater treatment projects in Romania (FIDIC Yellow Book 1999) 

o Sudanese mobile phone network investments 

o Electricity pricing issues relating to an IPP in the Czech Republic   

o Consortium dispute regarding a water treatment facility in Nigeria 

o An LNG treatment plant in Yemen (three arbitrations) 

o The sale of a private jet 

o Liability for a major civil aviation crash 

o An electricity distribution network in Ethiopia 

o Agency issues arising out of a pipeline project in Tasmania 

o Motor vehicle distribution in the Ivory Coast 
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o The sale of a hydro-electric project in India 

o Multiple disputes concerning the construction of a hydro-electric plant at Aswan in Egypt (three ICC 

arbitrations relating to more than 150 disputes over a five-year period) 

 

Dispute adjudication / expertise experience 

o Adjudicator / expert 

David's principal experience is as a sole expert/DRB instructed in 2016 to provide recommendations for the 

resolution of a wide range of disputes relating to the construction of a major oil and gas facility in a North 

African state. The recommendations were issued simultaneously in English and French 

He was also appointed by the President of FIDIC to act as Sole DAB with respect to disputes on an industrial 

rehabilitation project in Romania  

o Counsel 

o Conduct of ICC dispute board proceedings regarding disputes arising out of the construction of a new 

metro line in the Middle East 

o Management of two sets of ICC expertise proceedings in relation to disputes arising out of the 

construction of a desalination plant in Algeria resulting in the negotiated settlement of a substantial 

delay damages claim (FIDIC Silver Book 1999) 

o Management of 12 sets of dispute board proceedings relating to issues arising on a variety of projects 

(nuclear facilities, hydro power plant rehabilitation, waste water treatment, road construction, 

shopping centre) mostly in Romania, but also Lithuania and Kazakhstan (mostly FIDIC Yellow Book 

1999) 

 

Other relevant experience  

Over his career, David has had the benefit of experience in a wide range of construction and other 

matters, including the drafting and negotiation of contract documentation for major infrastructure 

projects (notably a section of the A28 motorway in France). Notable experience in relation to pre-

contentious matters includes the following:   

o Pre-contentious advice and assistance to a French contractor consortium over a five-year period with 

respect to issues arising under EBRD contracts (World Bank standard form) in relation to major works 

at the Chernobyl NPP 

o Pre-contentious advice and assistance to a German contractor, followed by dispute board 

proceedings, with respect to issues arising under an EBRD contract (World Bank standard form)  for 

works at the Ignalina NPP 

o Pre-contentious advice and assistance to a French contractor in relation to the OL3 nuclear plant, 

Finland 

o Advice and assistance on the implementation of an Anglo-French treaty with respect to a nuclear 

missile testing facility 

o Road construction dispute, Tanzania – claims advice 

o Advice and assistance in relation to issues arising on the Alto Maipo hydro project, Chile 

o General advice in relation to contractual issues concerning the construction of hydro power plants in 

Egypt and East Africa  

o Advice and assistance concerning an infrastructure project in Mauritius (FIDIC Red Book 1999)  

 

Language skills English (native), French (fluent)  

 

 


